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is at the same time a product and an agent. In its three classes the 
genius is a synthesis of the collective life: (1) the great general con- 
denses in his person the merits of his subordinates, the statesman is an 
' extract ' of the social life ; (2) the capitalist accumulates the product 
of the work of others, monopolizes the economic power of a mass of 
producers; (3) the inventor accumulates previous discoveries, the philos- 
opher the speculations of centuries of thought, the artist the emotional 
life of an epoch. In brief, great men are not isolated figures: they ap- 
pear only in great societies, and in periods of exceptional political and 
economical prosperity; they profit by anterior circumstances, birth, 
heritage and exceptional advantages. In fine, great men, generally 
fatalists, are conscious of a social determinism which operates in them 
and by them. 

This collectivist view tends to a democratizing of genius which Mentre 

attacks as the author's weakest point. Society may suppress the eccen- 
tricities of great men (Baldwin), but it scarcely follows a gradual process 
of leveling down geniuses. Nor is genius merely a transitory phe- 
nomenon, intermediate between the primitive chaotic period (biological 
or prehistoric phase) when man was simply engaged in the satisfaction 
of his immediate wants, and the future (social or post-historic phase) 
when through a general diffusion of genius humanity shall calmly and 
methodically pursue the accomplishment of great designs. Such a philos- 
ophy of history is dubious in the light of the varieties of psychological 
endowments of social environment and the general complexity of human 
knowledge. I. Woodbridge Riley. 

Johns Hopkins University. 
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THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. May, 1905, Vol. XIV., No. 3. 
Truth and Practice (pp. 265-289) : A. E. Taylor. - A careful and forcible 
exposition of the central error of pragmatism — the confusion of logical 
meaning with the psychological processes by which individuals become 
aware of logical meaning. The Content and Validity of the Causal Law, 
II. (pp. 290-307) : Benno Erdmann.-" The connection between each defi- 
nite cause and its effect is an empirically synthetic one. The necessity 
inherent in the causal connection demands only that there shall be some- 
thing fundamental in the constantly preceding a which makes necessary 
the appearance of b ; it does not inform us what this efficacy is, nor how it 
brings about the effect. Finally, every induction depends upon the pre- 
supposition that the same causes will be given in the reality not yet ob- 
served as in that already observed. This presupposition is not a necessity 
of thought." Conceptual Completeness and Abstract Truth (pp. 308-321) : 
H. A. Overstrut. - The author contends against the view that there can 
be no truth except in the light of the whole. He defends the Aristotelian 
conception of the irreducible uniqueness of the several categories, and 
undertakes to show that even the Hegelian dialectic is essentially a move- 
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ment of supplementation rather than of transformation, and that it is of 
such a nature that the lower categories remain absolutely true in their 
own partial spheres even after the higher categories are obtained. This 
is a very important refutation of the Bradleyan type of Hegelianism. 
Pragmatism and its Critics (pp. 322-343): A. W. Moore. -An extremely 
lucid and temperate defense of pragmatism. The author urges the truth 
that the objectors to pragmatism persistently overlook the fact (1) that 
their definition of truth is realistic and dualistic, (2) that it is totally sun- 
dered from their criteria for detecting truth in all concrete cases. Eeviews 
of Books: Rudolf Eucken, Ceistige Stromungen der Gegenwart: A. C. 
Armstrong. F. Pillon, L'annee philosophique : G. M. Duncan. Hugo 
de Vries, Species and Varieties: E. G. Spaulding. Notices of New Books. 
Summaries of Articles. Notes. 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL EEVIEW. July, 1905, Vol. XIV., No. 
4. Philosophy in the Nineteenth Century, I. (pp. 403-428) ; G. T. Ladd. 
-"(I.) A statement of the problems of philosophy as they were given over 
to the nineteenth century by the Kantian critique; (II.) a brief descrip- 
tion of the lines of movement along which the attempts at the improved 
solution of these problems have proceeded, and of the principle influences 
contributory to these attempts." Philosophy in France (pp. 429-455) : 
Andre Lalande. - This article describes in a very interesting way, first, 
the organization of philosophy in France and its place in the curricula 
of the various colleges; second, the main tendencies of recent French 
philosophy in their relations to previous tendencies and to contemporary 
movements in other countries; third, the papers contributed by French 
philosophers to the international conference at Geneva. Traite de I'infini 
cree (pp. 456-471) : Norman Smith. - This article is the translation of a 
treatise probably written in the middle of the eighteenth century by the 
Cartesian philosopher and theologian, Abbe Jean Terrasson, and falsely 
ascribed to Malebranche. It argues for the infinity of the world of 
matter and spirits as evident in itself, and as a necessary implication of 
the infinitely infinite power and goodness of God. Reviews of Books: 
G. S. Fullerton, A System of Metaphysics : A. E. Taylor. James Row- 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The Kantgesellschaft has announced the following conditions govern- 
ing the prize which it has offered for the best essay on 'Kant's Concep- 
tion of Knowledge Compared with that of Aristotle' : (1) Time when 
essays are to be submitted, October 1, 1906. (2) The essays, marked 
' Preisauf gabe der Kantgesellschaft ' are to be sent to the Kuratorium, the 
University of Halle. (3) The announcement of the award will be made 
on Kant's birthday, April 22, 1907, at the general meeting of the ' Kantge- 
sellschaft ' in Halle. (4) The successful essay will receive the prize of 500 
M. If the means of the Kantgesellschaft in 1907 allow, the amount of the 
prize may be increased and second and third prizes may be offered. (5) 
Every essay is to be signed with a motto. The name of the author is to 
be enclosed in a sealed envelop marked with the same motto and attached 
to the essay. (6) To every essay must be added an exact index of the 
literature used as well as a detailed table of contents. (7) Only plainly 
written MSS. will be accepted. It is recommended that MSS. be type- 
written. (8) The essay may be written in German, English, French or 
Italian. (9) The judges of the contest will be: Geheimer Rat Professor 
Max Heinze of Leipzig, Hofrat Profesosr Dr. Alois Riehl and Professor 
Dr. Hans Vaihinger of Halle. (10) The editors of the Kantstudien are 
authorized, but not obliged, to publish the successful essay in their 
journal. Competitors for the prize need not be members of the Gesell- 
schaft. 

The Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale for July, 1905, announces 
the death of Professor A. Hannequin, of the University of Lyons, and of 
the Abbe Charles Denis, editor of the Annales de philosophie chretienne. 
Professor Hannequin was among the first French philosophers to under- 
take the critical study of the concepts of science, which constituted, to- 
gether with the history of science, his primary interest through life. 

The Libreria Editrice Lombarda, Milan, announces a series of trans- 
lations which may have a certain value for readers of Italian. The pres- 
ent announcement comprises Novalis, Guyon, Plotinus, Meister Eckhart, 
Iacopone da Todi, S. Teresa, Orpheus and Jean Paul Richter. 

The council of the University of Liverpool has instituted a lecture- 
ship in experimental psychology. The work in psychology will, for the 
present, be carried on in the physiological laboratory. 



